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a line officer but soon found his true
calling and transferred to the staff
corps as a Civil Engineer Corps officer.
His first assignment was with the Sea-
bees of Naval Mobile Construction Bat-
talion FORTY, homeported in Port
Hueneme, California. In subsequent as-
signments, Captain Marchette was
given some of the most challenging as-
signments the Navy Civil Engineer
Corps had to offer.

As a junior officer, he served as Staff
Civil Engineer, Naval Technical Train-
ing Center Corry Station, Pensacola,
Florida; Assistant Public Works Offi-
cer, Naval Air Station Key West, Flor-
ida, and; Resident Officer in Charge of
Construction, Barksdale Air Force
Base, Louisiana. In recognition of his
exemplary performance and construc-
tion engineering expertise, he was then
assigned as Operations Officer, Naval
Mobile Construction Battalion SEV-
ENTY-FOUR, homeported in Gulfport,
Mississippi. In this assignment, he di-
rected contingency construction and
military operations throughout Japan,
Korea, the Caribbean, and Central
America. He followed this tour with as-
signment as the Civil Engineer Corps
Lieutenant Commander Assignment
and Placement Officer, Bureau of
Naval Personnel, his only tour within
the “‘Beltway.”’

At this juncture, Captain Marchette
had developed a truly outstanding rep-
utation as a naval officer and engineer
and he was rewarded with a variety of
leadership opportunities to include,
Public Works Officer, Naval Station
Roosevelt Roads, Puerto Rico; Com-
manding Officer, Naval Mobile Con-
struction Battalion ONE, homeported
in Gulfport, Mississippi, and; Chief
Staff Officer, 20th Naval Construction
Regiment, Gulfport, Mississippi. On Oc-
tober 30, 1997, Captain Marchette took
command of Naval Construction Bat-
talion Center Gulfport, Mississippi, as-
suming the dual responsibility of Com-
manding Officer, 20th Naval Construc-
tion Regiment, the pinnacle of a most
outstanding career.

In this capacity, Captain Marchette
has spearheaded development of a
world class mobilization complex capa-
ble of mobilizing Seabees for deploy-
ment anywhere in the world within 48
hours. Selfless commitment, excep-
tional technical prowess, and extraor-
dinary accomplishment have been the
hallmarks of this most outstanding
professional. Whether restoring order
for the Mississippi Gulf Coast in the
aftermath of hurricanes, responding to
military contingencies throughout the
world, or maneuvering through periods
of severe budget constraints, he pro-
vided unparalleled leadership, innova-
tive concepts, and overall brilliant
managerial insight in accomplishment
of the Navy and our Nation’s objec-
tives. Under his dynamic leadership the
Naval Construction Force has experi-
enced dramatic improvements in com-
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prehensive readiness, training attain-
ment, mobilization, and manpower/
equipment resourcing. In short, Atlan-
tic Fleet Seabees are now better
trained and better equipped to accom-
plish the mission as a direct result of
Captain Marchette’s efforts.

Captain Marchette holds a Master of
Science degree in engineering from the
University of Florida. He is a reg-
istered Professional Engineer in the
State of Louisiana and a member of the
Louisiana Society of Professional En-
gineers and the Society of American
Military Engineers. He is a Seabee
Combat Warfare Officer whose personal
decorations include the Legion of
Merit, five Meritorious Service medals,
the Navy/Marine Corps Commendation
medal, and Navy Humanitarian Service
medal.

Captain Marchette’s visionary lead-
ership, exceptionally creative problem
solving skills, and uncommon dedica-
tion have created a legacy of achieve-
ment and excellence. Having spent half
his 24-year career in the great State of
Mississippi, Captain Marchette and his
lovely wife, Fran, are true Mississip-
pians who have brought great honor
and praise to our State. Captain
Marchette will retire on July 1, 2000
after 24 years of dedicated commis-
sioned service. On behalf of my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle, I
wish Captain Marchette fair winds and
following seas. Congratulations on
completion of an outstanding and suc-
cessful career.

———————

CHANGES TO H. CON. RES. 68
PURSUANT TO SECTION 204

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, sec-
tion 204 of H. Con. Res. 68 (the FY2000
Budget Resolution) permits the Chair-
man of the Senate Budget Committee
to make adjustments to the allocation
of budget authority and outlays to the
Senate Committee on Agriculture, pro-
vided certain conditions are met.

Pursuant to section 204, I hereby sub-
mit the following revisions to H. Con.
Res. 68:

[Dollars in millions]

Current Allocation to Senate Agriculture Committee:
FY2000 Budget Authority
FY2000 Outlays
FY2000-2004 Budget AUthOMtY .........ocvvveveeerrerereererscrrreeiirnnns
FY2000-2004 Qutlays
FY2000-2009 Budget AUthOMtY .........ccvvveveemrrerereererserrreriirnnes
FY2000-2009 Outlays

Adjustments:

FY2000 Budget Authority
FY2000 Outlays
FY2000-2004 Budget AULhOMtY .........ccvvveveeerrerereererecrrreeiirennes
FY2000-2004 Qutlays
FY2000-2009 Budget AUthOMtY .........ccvvveeeeerrerereerereerrreeiirennnes
FY2000-2009 Outlays

Revised Allocation to Senate Agriculture Committee:
FY2000 Budget Authority
FY2000 Outlays
FY2000-2004 Budget AUthOMtY .........cccvvveveeerrerereererscrrreeiirnnns
FY2000-2004 Qutlays
FY2000-2009 Budget AUthOMtY .........ccvvveveeerrerereereecrrreeiirsnes
FY2000-2009 Outlays

$10,843
7,940

———

FAA REAUTHORIZATION

Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President, on
March 7, 1959, history was made when

March 22, 2000

the first aviator charted over a million
miles in a jet. Although it seems com-
monplace today, at the time, traveling
a million miles was indeed, an aviation
milestone. Well, today, more than
forty years later, we are considering
another aviation milestone of sorts: a
reauthorization of the Federal Avia-
tion Administration which will be of
significant benefit to our nation’s com-
munities, our air infrastructure and
the flying public.

I represent a state that has an enor-
mous amount of aviation. Texas is
home to one of the Nation’s busiest air-
ports, DFW, but we also have 27 other
primary airports, 21 designated reliever
airports and more than 1600 other
small airports that Texans depend
upon to get from one place to another.
Therefore, I recognize the importance
of aviation to my state, the critical
role my state plays in the national
aviation system and the important of
Airport Improvement Program funding
in maintaining it.

This bill provides a framework and
the necessary tools to responsibly and
substantially fund our nation’s air in-
frastructure as we have never done be-
fore. For the first time we will guar-
antee that all receipts and interest in
the Air Trust Fund—totaling more
than $33 billion—will be spent over the
next three years for only aviation pur-
poses. We will enhance air safety, allow
local areas to provide for their finan-
cial needs, and assist our traffic con-
trollers in watching our skies and pro-
tecting the flying public.

The Airport Improvement Program,
on which so many of our airports rely,
will see an increase of $1.9 billion this
year alone. It will increase to as high
as $3.4 billion over the next four years.
This funding will allow our airports to
make necessary improvements to their
existing facilities and expand to ac-
commodate the amazing growth that
all of our nation’s airports have seen in
recent years. Additionally, the Mili-
tary Airport Program, which helps to
assist our current and former military
airports by providing funds for needed
structural improvements, will see a
boost from twelve airports to fifteen
designated and eligible this year, and
20 designees, thereafter.

In Texas, we are affected by both na-
tional and international air traffic
growth. Traffic to Latin America in
the next few years is set to exceed ca-
pacity and place an even larger burden
on neighboring air route systems. This
will affect traffic in the Gulf of Mexico,
in particular, where traffic is con-
trolled in large part by the air traffic
control center in Houston.

In fact, this is one important area
where improvements are greatly need-
ed. A large portion of the Gulf of Mex-
ico remains without visual commu-
nication on radar, nor sufficient two-
way communication, in general. Traf-
fic in much of the gulf is controlled
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